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You can make the 
difference!





The dream of Europe is a region of 
freedom and peace, of security, law, 
democracy, tolerance and mutual 
respect. If you look into the faces of 
the refugees you will see this dream. 
These are people who are fleeing 
from war, hate, violence and unjust 
systems.

Martin Schulz 
/ President of the European Parliament 2012-2017



European refugee crisis started in 2015 when dramatically in-
creased migrant flows from third countries to Europe, creating 
a critical situation in countries like Italy, Greece and Hungary. 

Most of the migrants came from Muslim-majority countries. 
According to the United Nations High Commissioner for Ref-
ugees, the top three nationalities of entrants  were Syrian 
(46.7%), Afghan (20.9%) and Iraqi (9.4%).

While the leaders of European countries and EU are trying to 
find a common solution, it is important to remember that ref-
ugees are human beings that are just hoping for better future.



“I’m a father and a mother to my children now. I am 
learning English. I study every day. If I am able to 
learn English, I hope to finish my studies and get a 
job. 

I want a future for my children. I lost my husband. I 
am afraid to lose any of my children and I just want a 
good future for my children.” 

Noor



Mohamed, and two his brothers joined 
White Helmets, which is volunteer organ-
isation in crisis affected regions in Syria 
and Turkey, helping to search and save 
people after bombing attacks. Mohamed 
explained his decision to join the White 
Helmets rather than fight: “I had two 
choices and I had to decide one of them, 
so I decided I’d rather die than to kill… My 
brothers died while working in White Hel-
mets and maybe I’ll be the third one. But I 
could not kill. My mother cried and asked 
me not to participate. If we don’t help oth-
er people, who will come and help us?”

Mohamed Abdullah, 19

Abdullah is 19 years old. He took 
his nephew and went away from 
Syria. Abdullah’s elder brother 
asked him to do so, because he 
wanted for his child a future, but  
he could not afford to bring any-
one else. When he feels too sad he 
burns himself with a cigarette to 
stop thinking.



Mohamed is 6 years old. He is living 
in tent with his mother and three sis-
ters. They have been in refugee camp 
already for 9 months. Mohamed’s fa-
ther was arrested and the family has 
not seen or heard from him since and 
now he is presumed dead. At first, 
Mohamed’s mother tried to protect 
them from the truth and told them he 
had gone away for work.

I left my country, Syria, 18 months 
ago. Before the war I went to school 
in Aleppo, played football, went out 
with friends. Then the war started. I 
left Syria because I was forced to join 
army and fight. 

Why fight? What for? 

There were a lots of armies and maybe 
I would fight against my brother. I can’t 
do that. If I fight I have to kill someone, 
and I don’t want to kill anyone. But we 
can’t stop the war. 

Ahmad, 19Mohamed, 6



Sara & Rozhin

Sara and her younger sister Rozhin 
are refugees from Aleppo in Syria. 
They are living in the refugee camp.
They have drawn a book which is 
about them so they are calling her 
story: “Kids at War”. It gives an insight 
into the suffering they have endured.

Rehaab’s husband left Syria looking 
for better life conditions in Europe, 
hoping to later brought his family to 
Vienna, Austria. 

Austria now has refused to take any 
more refugees, so Rehaab and her 
three children have left in limbo in 
Alexandria refugee camp already 
for six months.

She puts discared bed frames while 
she does her morning chores and 
hand washes their dirty clothes.

Reehab



Saleh proudly shows his 3-day-old 
daughter. She was born prematurely. 

Earlier in the year, the newborn baby 
died in a refugee camp.

A mother has not seen her eldest 
son for nine months, he is only 
thirteen years old. 

Her husband and eldest son made 
it to Germany, but she arrived at 
the Macedonian border just as it 
closed and could not go further. 

Now she is just waiting at the ref-
ugee camp.

Saleh A mother



We hope that this brochure has made you think 
about refugee crisis and made you understand 
that refugees are persons who have the same 

dreams as all of us have. 

Take your time and think - how would you act 
and what kind a decision you would make if you 

would be in their place?






